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Amendments to the Claims: 
This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in tiie application: 
Listing of claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): In a floating offshore structure having a center well and a cylinder-stem 
assembly received in the center well for supporting a riser, a gup controlling interface guide, 
comprising: 

a. a buoyancy cylinder attached to the upper portion of the riser; 

b. a longitudinal wear strip mounted on the exterior circumference of said cylinder, said wear 
strip positioned at an angle relative to a tangent to the exterior of said cylinder; and 

c. a mating guide mounted in the center well of the floating offshore structure at an elevation 
such that for all vertical position* of the cylinder-stem assembly there is sufficient area of interface 
with said longitudinal wear strip and positioned at a complementary angle to said longitudinal wear 
strip such thai the ^ap between said wear strip and mating guid e is adjustable. 

Claim 2, The gap controlling interface guide of claim 1, further comprising a wear stop attached to 
said mating guide and facing said wear strip. 

Claim 3. The gap controlling interface guide of claim 1, wherein said mating guide is non-compliant. 
Claim 4. The gap controlling interface guide of claim I , wherein said mating guide is compliant. 
Claim 5. The gap controlling interface guide of claim 1, wherein at least three sets of said wear strips 
and mating guides are spaced around the circumference of said cylinder. 

Claim 6(currently amended): In a floating offshore structure having a center well and a cylinder-stem 
assembly received in the center well for supporting a riser, a gap controlling interface guide, 
comprising: 

a. a buoyancy cylinder attached to the upper portion of the riser; 

b. at least three longitudinal wear strips mounted on and spaced around the exterior 
circumference of said cylinder, said wear snips positioned at an angle relative to a tangent to the 
exterior of said cylinder; and 

c. a non-compliant mating guide mounted in the center well of the floating offshore structure at 
the same elevation as each of said longitudinal wear strips and positioned at a complementary angle to 



PAGE 3/11 * RCVD AT 10/612004 11:47:53 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] » SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/4 1 DNIS:8729306 * CSID:2818705580 " DURATION (mm-ss):02-48 



Oct-06-04 ,10:54am Frora-PATENT DEPT HOUSTON 



2818705580 



T-644 P. 04/1 1 F-794 



Appl. No. 10/600,131 

ftjwflt- Datea October C, 200<1 

Reply to Offxcft Action of July b, 2004 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 6229 



said wear snip ^uch that The g a p between sa id wear strips and maiing snide is adjustable. 

Claim 7(currently amended): In a floating offshore structure having a center well and a cylinder-stem 

assembly received in ihe center well tor supporting a riser, a gap controlling interface guide. 

comprising: 

a. a buovancv cylinder attached to the upper portion of the riser; 

b. at least three longitudinal wear strips mounted on and spaced around the exterior 
circumference of said cylinder, said wear strips positioned at an angle relative to a tangent to the 
exterior of said cylinder; and 

c. a compliaat mating guide mounted in the center well of the floating offshore structure at an 
elevation such that for all vertical positions of the cylinder-stem assembly there is sufficient area of 
interface with each of said longitudinal wear strips and positioned at a complementary angle to said 
wear strip such that the g a p between sai d wear strips and maring.guide is adjustable. 

Claim 8. The gap controlling interface guide of claim 7, further comprising a wear stop attached to 
said mating guide and feeing said wear strip. 
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